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Roy will mix music
with good humour

THE Organist Emeritus of Hereford
Cathedral will be travelling to
Waltham St Lawrence’s parish church
to give an organ recital this weekend.

Roy Massey MBE, who was organist
at the cathedral for many years, is
known as a superb player as well as an
entertaining raconteur.

He will intersperse his performance
with telling and amusing anecdotes.

The programme includes music by,
among others, Bach, Schumann and
Mozart.

He will perform on the church’s
Father Willis organ and its smaller
Tickell chamber organ.

The concert takes place on Saturday
from 7.30pm and will mark the climax
of the church’s concert season.

Tickets cost £12, or £6 for under 16s,
if booked in advance. They are £13 or
£7 on the door.

They can be bought from the
village’s pubs or by calling (0118) 940
32009.

Full details of the concert can
be found at its website, www.
walthamstlawrence.info.

Mill gets ready for
The Big Sleep

SONNING-BASED dinner theatre
The Mill is putting the final touches
to its latest premiere, the thriller The
Big Sleep.

Based on Raymond Chandler’s
famous novel, the play has been
adapted and directed by Alvin Rakoff.

Promising a mix of intrigue and wit,
the play tells the story of General
Sternwood and his two beautiful
daughters.

They call on gumshoe Phillip
Marlowe to get to the bottom of a
blackmail plot — but things take a
turn for the worse when a corpse is
discovered.

The cast includes Ashes To Ashes
star Simon Merrells as Phillip
Marlowe and Spooks actress
Samantha Coughlan.

This is Simon’s first show at the Mill.

The Big Sleep receives its debut
on Thursday, October 20 and the run
continues until November 26.

Tickets for the show include
dinner and are available by calling
the box office on (0118) 969 8000 or
logging on to the website at www.
millatsonning.com.

Martin will jazz
up your Saturday

JAZZ fans are being invited to a
concert taking place in Woodley this
Saturday.

The Martin Hart Trio will be
teaming up with fellow musician Sue
Greenway for the concert which will
be held in the Oakwood Centre.

The trio perform a range of
popular favourites while Sue is an
accomplished saxophonist who has
toured the country with a big band
and touring shows including Chicago
and The Rat Pack.

Tickets for the show cost £10 and it
starts at 7.45pm.

M The Theatre is currently preparing
for its next play, an Alan Aykbourn
comedy.

Communicating Doors is a time-
travel comedy that blends a murder
plot with romance via a door that can
see into the past and the future.

The show will be performed
at the Oakwood Centre from
Tuesday, December 6 to Saturday,
December 10.

For more details on both events,
call the box office on 07939 210121
or log on to the website www.
woodleytheatre.org.uk.
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From Down Under to over

the pond to Wokingha

There are plenty of
stamps in Pauly Zarb's
passport — the Aussie
singer/songwriter has
upped sticks from
Kentucky to live in
Wokingham. He tells
Caroline Cook why

ANY of Britain’s

best-loved bands have

headed across the

pond over the years in

an attempt to break
the notoriously difficult American
music scene.

And many, including the likes of
Robbie Williams and Oasis, have
come home again having failed to
make an impact.

But for a musician who has arrived
in Wokingham after jamming
with some of the biggest names in
America it is time to try the opposite
and see if he can put his name in
lights over here.

And England best be ready,
because they haven’t seen anything
quite like Pauly Zarb before.

A pianist, guitarist, percussionist,
drummer, flutist and singer, Pauly
pretty much ticks all the boxes — and
he plays most of his instruments at
the same time.

“I suppose it’s hard to explain,”
says the one-man band.

“I’m a piano player, guitar player
and you’re always moving your feet
so I thought well if I put a kick drum
on them I would be rocking.”

Australian born Pauly started his
career with brother Matt, picking up
the folk album of the year in their
native country in 2001 and then
moving to America where he has
lived for the last nine years.

Having settled in Bardstown,
Kentucky in 2003, famous for its
bourbon and horses, the duo set
about making their name playing
alongside some of the biggest names
in country and folk music.

“We got out there in 2001 and
we would come back and forth to
Australia and we were opening up
shows with people like Willie Nelson.

“To get to America and start doing
that was an achievement in itself but
you have to be there to get in that
situation.”

While based in Kentucky Pauly
and Matt played alongside musicians
including Keith Urban and Tommy
Emmanuel, as well as filling theatres
and raising the roof at festivals with

Pauly Zarb’s Street Concert in Bardstown, Kentucky

crowds filling up to 10,000 at a time.

But it was the launch of the Zarb
Brothers Street Concert that really
catapulted them to fame, and saw
Pauly have a weekend named after
him in the town.

“We started the concert in
Kentucky, drawing 3,000 people
down there for the last nine years,”
says Pauly, who plans to return to
Kentucky for the 10th anniversary
concert next year.

“The only time they ever shut the
street before that was when Jimmy
Carter [39th president of the United
States] went through.

“It took two Aussies to get on
board and we got the support from
the community and it became a
regular thing.

“When I left there in September
the mayor awarded me a
proclamation and they named the
weekend after me.”

After his brother moved back to
Australia in 2006 Pauly continued
with the street concert each year
and it became the Pauly Zarb Street
Concert which remains a highlight on
the calendar in Bardstown.

But it was following his heart which
caused Pauly to up sticks again
and leave the community after his
Wokingham wife Claire said she
wanted to go home with the couple’s
daughters Chloe, 6, and Ella, 4, to
spend time with her family.

“My wife is from Wokingham and
she wanted to be close to family,”
explains Pauly.

“I could have just said I’ll be on a
tour and I’ll catch up but that's not
fair to her or the children and I love
my family - ’'m a family man.

“I feel like a kid starting all over
again but it is exciting.

“The only way is to show what
I have achieved in the States and
maybe get an agent or management
to help me get into theatres and
festivals.”

But with his unique one-man
band approach on the stage Pauly is
unlikely to have any problem making
his name in England.

With shows like Britain’s Got Talent
showing the popularity of unique
entertainers, Pauly could be just the
thing to take the country by storm.

“If there was an opportunity I
would do it,” says Pauly, keen to get
his music out to a wider audience.

“That’s always an option to get on
Britain’s Got Talent and if there was
a way I would give it a go.”

But before Simon Cowell comes
knocking on his door the 40-year-

Pauly Zarb

old is getting ready to test out his
set in the pubs and clubs around
Wokingham with gigs already lined
up for the Dukes Head in Denmark
Street and the Queens Head in The
Terrace.

“I love Wokingham.” he explains.

“It’s a great little community and
I’'m getting my equipment together
and thought I would start smaller

and get talking to people.

“Australia and England are very
close in culture and very friendly.”

If his record in Australia and
America is anything to go by, it won’t
be long before Pauly has England
falling at his feet and Wokingham
might just find the second Pauly
Zarb Street Concert setting up in the
town.

Brooding Blackbird will leave you speechless

Blackbird

October 17-22

The Progress Theatre,
The Mount

(0118) 9606060
WWW.progress.
theatre.co.uk

A MIX of emotional intensity and
shocking revelation.

No, it’s not last night’s EastEnders,
but the latest production from the
Progress Theatre.

Blackbird focuses on what happens
when a young woman tracks down
a man at his workplace: a dialogue
begins that leads to revelation after
revelation.

David Harrower’s play takes
a shocking subject matter and
develops a real-life situation that
will leave the audience spellbound
and speechless.

At least that’s what happened to
director Tony Wernham when he
originally saw the play performed in
Keswick.

“I knew nothing about it and the
publicity had given nothing away,”
he explains.

“We watched it in silence, and
when we came out I didn’t know
what to say, there was so much to
think about.”

This is just the kind of reaction
he hopes to elicit when the play
premiéres at the Progress Theatre
on Monday.

The play is a one-act show, focusing
completely on the two protagonists
- Ray, played by professional actor
Matt Tully, and Una, who is played

Ray (Matt Tully) and Una (Rebecca Sumner Smith) get to grips with each other in Blackbird

by trainee actress Rebecca Sumner
Smith.

And, Tony adds, it’s a production
that depends completely on the
interaction between only two actors
- the success or failure can hinge on
their relationship.

“We were lucky,”

says Tony.

“Five actors came forward, some of
whom I didn’t think could handle a
part that big. But the two actors got
on really well and it shows in the
performance.

“She has a rather long monologue
during the performance, but after a
couple of rehearsals I saw she had

instinctively picked up what was
required of her.”

The dark and brooding dialogue
soon reveals hidden anger, feelings
of abandonment, betrayer, confusion
and curiosity about love in the most
unlikely of circumstances.

One of the biggest questions

the play highlights is whether the
characters are being honest with
each other, or if they are creating a
web of duplicity.

It is only Tony’s second outing as
a director at the Progress, a self-
governing and funded theatre group
run as a charity - his last production
was Blue/Orange, back in 2007.

Tony says he chose to direct
Blackbird because of the similar
nature it has to Blue/Orange.

“One of the best things about Blue/
Orange was that it brings out issues
but leaves the audience to make
their minds up by themselves,” he
explains.

Blackbird brings up some very
controversial issues, but Tony
maintains that although it “is
sinister in a way, it tries to remain
dispassionate as much as it can.

“I personally hate plays with
an agenda and Blackbird neither
approves or condemns the issues it
highlights.

“It’s just a situation that shows
what happened.”

Initially concerned that fellow
members of the theatre would find
the subject too controversial or
taboo, Tony has been delighted by
how helpful and encouraging they
have been.

Whether the emotional roller-
coaster of such a taboo subject will
be a success will depend on the
performance of the two protagonists,
but it should be show to rival any
soap opera.

B The play is performed at 7.45pm
from Monday to Saturday, October
22. Tickets cost £10, or £8 for conces-
sions. For more details, call the box
office on (0118) 960 6060 or log on to
www.progresstheatre.co.uk.

Joe Gammie



